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AppLNo. : 10/827401 

Filed : April 19, 2004 

SUMMARY OF^mTERVXEW 

j^Tchibits arid/or Demonstrations 
NONE 

Identificatioii of Claims Discxissed 

Applicant and Examiner discussed Claims 19, 34, 44, and 45* 
)dentification of Prior Art Discussed 

U,S. Patent No, 3,030,951 to Mandarin© was discussed with the Examiner. 
l^foposed Amendments 

Applicant proposed to amend Claim 19 by replacing the temi "space" with "facet joint", 
l^rincipal Arguments and Other Matters 

Tie Examiner, stated that upon further review of previously allowed Claim 19, she did not 
believe that the claim was patentable over U.S. Patent No. 3,030,951 to Mandarino. Applicant 
believes that Mandarino fails to teach accessing a space between a first facet on a superior 
sjrdcular process of a first vertebra and a second facet on a corresponding inferior articular 
process of a second vertebra and does not believe that the any amendment is tequircd to 
overcome the Mandarino reference. However, in; order to e^edite allowance of the application, 
Applicant has agireed to amend Claim 19 by replsfcing the term **space" with "fecet joint" by way 
of an Examiner's amendment Applicant, however, reserves the right to pursue claims of similar 
subject matter in a continuation application. 

The Examiner objected to Claims 34, 44, and 45. Applicant agreed to cancellation of 
'hese claims to expedite allowance, but believes these claims are allowable and fully supported in 
<he specification* Applicant reserves the right to pursue these claims or claims of similar subject 
)natter in a continuation application* 
Results of Interview 

As memorialized in the Examiner's Amendment dated June 20, 2005, Applicant and the 
Examiner agreed to amend Claim 19 to replace the temx "space" in lines 2 and 6 of the claim 
with "facet joint" and to cancel Claims 34, 44 and 45, 

Applicant also agrees with the additional minor typogn^hical changes to Claim 12 as 
provided in the Examiner's Amendment. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant lespectfully submits that above statements reflect tfie substance of tiie 
telephone interview of June 20» 2005. If the does not believe that the above statements are 
c omplete or accurate. Applicant invites the Exazniner to contact die Attomey of Record at the 
telephone number listed below. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 l-14jlO. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE» MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 




Walter S.Wu 
Registration No. 50,816 
Attomey of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(949) 760-0404 
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